
Hello to everyone! 

We have survived another 
winter and I find myself look-
ing forward to Spring.  My 
thoughts of the colors of 
flowers, green grass and 
warm weather makes me 
anticipate the next season. 

We have been busy of course 
over the winter months here 
at Meridian Police planning 
several important events 
which will be taking place 
this Spring. The first will be  
Milton Creagh, you will find 
the list of activities on page 4.   

The very successful Treas-
ure Valley Neighborhood 
Watch Summit will be held 
on April 21st.  This is a 
great opportunity to learn 
about NW, meet others 
who formed their watches 
years ago and others who 
are in the midst of pulling 
their watches together.   
Please come to learn and be 
inspired.  More information 
is on page 2.   Be sure to 
register early.   

Also in April we will be 
hosting the Spring Public 
Safety Academy, please 

see the article below for more 
information and how to regis-
ter. 

Meridian Police is in the proc-
ess of  hiring a new volunteer 
coordinator and hopefully we 
will have one on board soon.  
This past year in the police 
department volunteers logged 
over 2,000 hours.  That is an 
incredible amount of hours. 

I hope you are inspired by the 
“How To Build Community”  
thoughts on page 4.  We hope 
to see you at one of the many 
Spring events.  Melissa 

� � �� � � � �� � �� 	 
 �� �
 
 � �� � �� �� � �
� � �� � �� � � � 
 � � � � �� � � � � �� � � 
 �

� � � � � � � � �	 
� � 
 � � � 
� � � � � � 
� � � � � � � 

� � � � � � 
� � � 	 	 

 � � � � 	 
� � � � � 
� � 
� � � � 


     We are fast approaching 
the Spring Public Safety 
Academy.  This will be 
Meridian’s 3rd class.  The 
student  reviews indicate 
that our Meridian PSA is 
the best in Treasure Valley. 

     There are thirteen acad-
emy sessions — three of 
which are Saturday classes 
(lunch provided) and the 
remainder are held on 
Wednesday evenings from 
6:30 pm—9:30 pm. This 
session will begin April 4th 
and end June 6th.  Saturday 
sessions are student  hands 
on opportunities.   This is 

where you drive police 
vehicles, operate fire hoses, 
learn some CSI techniques, 
how to extricate victims 

from auto crashes, interact 
with SWAT, shoot guns—
A fun time for sure. 

   Students and Police learn 
from each other, make new 

friends, and have an unbe-
lievable good time. 

Contact Melissa Delaney 
846-7360 or email    

delaneym@meridiancity.org 
for an application.   

    You must be 18 years of 
age and agree to attend most 
if not all of the sessions. 
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·  Be sure to plan to attend the Treas-
ure Valley Neighborhood Watch 
Summit April 21st—see page 2 

·  Gather your family to attend the 
Community and family night with 
Milton Creagh on Tuesday, March 
21st—see page 4  
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  Riding around in a Police Vehicle. 

  hoses take a team to operate 



May 3rd 7 pm.  Call to register your at-
tendance to Melissa Delaney 846-7360.  
Remember it’ s always the second Tues-
day in August.  

National Night Out 2007 falls on Tues-
day, August 7th.   Meridian is once again 
gearing up for another successful event.  

Last year we had over 22 neighborhood 
events throughout our community.  It was 
an amazing experience.   

Please you don’ t have to do this alone.  
We have several community members 
who can help you plan your event.   

Come and join others at our Planning 
Meeting which will be held in our Merid-
ian Police Public Meeting Room. On 

On April 21st Neighborhood Watch par-
ticipants, community leaders, HOA board 
members, apartment man-
agers, city government 
officials, law-enforcement 
and all concerned commu-
nity members will be gath-
ering  for the second an-
nual Treasure Val ley 
Nei ghborhood Watch 
Summit.  

The Summit will be held in Meridian  at 
the new Marr iott Cour tyard located at 
1789 S. Eagle Rd.  Each participant will 
have the opportunity to choose from nine 
workshops.  Two in the morning and one 
right after lunch.  The workshops will 
offer NW successes, identify and educate 
participants regarding current issues, and 
inspire us to continue making our 
neighborhoods safe, clean livable and 

secure.  Topics include: 

·  Planning Neighborhood events 

·  Apartment Manager Issues/Training 

·  Gangs 

·  Drugs in our Community 

·  Residential issues 

·  Identity Theft 

·  Traffic Issues 

·  Disorderly Youth in Neighborhoods 

·  Understandi ng the Cr i mi nal 
Mind/Mental Preparedness 

If you have ever thought of organizing a 
NW project in your area, this would be a 
great opportunity to gather some ideas, 

learn from other’s 
experiences, gain 
new skills, and in-
vest in our commu-
nity.  

The Summit starts 
at 8:00 am (coffee 
and breads to get us 

going) then a luncheon at noon with guest 
speaker and the program will end at 3:15 
pm.    

“ Enhancing the quality of neighborhoods 
through community participation”  

Limited space, register early.  Cost is 
$25.00 which includes registration, coffee, 
luncheon and materials.  For more informa-
tion contact Melissa Delaney at 846-7360  
delaneym@meridiancity.org. We hope to 
see you here.  

street delin-
quency to the 
neighborhood.  
Graffiti drains 
tax dol lars.  
Graff i ti  de-
creases a resi-
dent’s feeling 
of  saf et y .  
Neighborhoods with graffiti see a de-
crease in property values. 

The most effective way to prevent graffiti 

The fact that Meridian seldom has graffiti 
doesn’ t mean we are by any means safe 
from this form of vandalism. 

The term graffiti comes from the Greek 
word graphein, which means, “ to write” .  
Graffiti today ranges from simple, one-
color monikers (like a nickname), called 
“ tags” , repeated on many surfaces to 
complex compositions of several colors.  

Graffiti sends the signal that nobody ca-
res, attracting other forms of crime and 

is to remove it promptly.  While this may 
be difficult, studies show that removal 
within 24-48 hours results in a nearly 
zero rate of reoccurrence.   

How to report:  If you experience graffiti 
on your property that is considered van-
dalism and should be reported to police.  
We now have an online reporting system 
see the city’s website.  If you see graffiti 
in the area (not your own) report this to 
code enforcement.  846-7382.  Great 
website on graffiti  www.graffitihurts.org 
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       Tuscany’s kids  celebrate NNO ‘06 
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So far they have identi-
fied nine theft victims in 
Star and close to 40 oth-
ers f rom Canyon 
County.  There is evi-
dence that the woman 
had been taking checks 
from mailboxes so that 
they can be washed and rewritten or 
counterfeited.   

We urge everyone to be careful when 
mailing checks or documents containing 

personal  information.  
Most of the mail stolen 
were in mailboxes where 
the red flag was raised.  
Homeowners are encour-
aged to take their out gong 
mail to a US Postal Ser-
vice mailbox.  Also, if you 

are going on vacation, make arrange-
ments to have others collect your mail or 
request the Post Office put it on hold until 
you return.  

Recently, a woman was charged with 
stealing mail from Star mailboxes.    Ada 
County Sheriff received a call of a suspi-
cious vehicle where the driver appeared 
to be taking mail from mailboxes along 
Star Road near Highway 44. 

When they stopped the car they found 
dozens of pieces of stolen mail inside the 
vehicle.  The driver was arrested on a 
felony charge of grand theft and a misde-
meanor probation  violation. 

A family receives a letter from Toronto, 
saying they won more than $3 million in 
the 2006 Merchants Point of Sale Prize 
Pool Lottery.  The envelope contains a 
valid-looking cashier’s check, complete 
with a water mark, for $2,230.  They are 
instructed to cash it or deposit it in his 
bank. Sounds harmless, right.  However 
this family will be defrauded in several 
ways.   

The sender might be asked to wire via 
Western Union several thousand to cover 
fees and taxes sort of an advance fee 
scam.  Or  you deposit the counterfeit 
check in your bank.  Later, the bank 
sends it back to the scam artist’ s account, 
complete with  your bank account num-
bers.  Those, like Social Security num-
bers and other personal information can 
be used by ID thieves. Don’ t wire off 
money, don’ t deposit pie-in-the sky 
checks from nowhere, don’ t even call the 

telephone number, or you could become a 
victim.  

Another family finds an envelope in their 
mailbox,. Oddly the stamp which looked 
to have been issued in Spain, wasn’ t post-
marked.  Inside the envelope, they read 
that they’ve won more than $600,000 in 
the Loteria Primitiva, based in Madrid.  
What they need to do is contact the 
sender  with a copy of their passport or 
other identification.  To win a legitimate 
foreign lottery, you would have to have 
purchased a tick and it’s illegal to play 
them in the U.S. 

A new ploy, goes one step beyond 
“phishing,”  which lures ordinary folks 
into problems by posting bogus links 
one-mails and pop-up ads.  When you 
think you’ re gong to, for example, your 
bank’s Web site, but your message goes 
to the crooks.  The new trick is called 

“voice-phishing.”  This happens when you 
call a telephone number you think is that 
of a 
trusted 
busi-
ness, 
but 
you 
actu-
ally 
end up talking to fraudulent operators.   

The best way to avoid getting scammed is 
to learn about them yourself and say 
“no.”   Beware that these types of cases 
are difficult and time-consuming to in-
vestigate and prosecute. 

Luckily, however, there’s no shortage of 
updated information of the myriad scams 
coming from who knows who, and who 
knows where.  We know why. 

The way, we know.  

and off at the same time night after 
night. That won©t fool a burglar who©s 
watching your home. Instead, use mul-
tiple timers to turn lights on and off in 
different rooms throughout the evening. 
The best timers allow for randomized 
settings: They turn lights on and off at 
slightly different times each night, bet-
ter approximating the pattern of a 
lived-in home. 

An even better approach is to use tim-
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A house that sits dark all evening tells a 
prowler that no one is home. But so 
does a light that burns all day in the 
living-room window. Timers are effec-
tive, inexpensive insurance against 
drawing unwanted attention from a 
prowler—and not just for the times 
your family is away on vacation. 

But you need more than a lone timer 
that turns your living-room lamp on 

ers in combination with sensors that 
will activate lights in response to spe-
cific conditions. Use photoelectric sen-
sors when you want light from dusk till 
dawn. They©re a good choice for the 
lamps on an enclosed porch, for exam-
ple. For automatic light on demand, 
install motion-sensor wall switches. 
They©ll turn on the lights whenever 
someone enters the room and keep 
them on as long as they detect motion. 
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11:30—12:30 Cole Valley Jr/Sr School 

1:15—2:30 Eagle Middle School 

Community and Family night is  
March 21st  6:15—6:45pm “ March 
from West BSU Campus to Idaho 
Center .  Then the large community 
presentation star ting at 7 pm at the 
Idaho Center .  Featur ing the Rad 
Choir , Mer idian Jazz Band, Gover-
nor  Otter , Mayors deWeerd, Dale 

March 2007 has been deemed “March 
Against Meth”  month for the entire 
Treasure Valley with six surrounding 
cities joining forces to support this 
community wide campaign. The Merid-
ian Anti-Drug Coalition has been in-
volved in planning the activities sur-
rounding this event.  Meth use has an 
effect on all of us.  With Meth use in-
creasing, we need to protect our chil-
dren.  Please consider getting involved 
and participating with the community 
to make this campaign a success.   

Milton Creagh is the featured speaker for 
this event.  Milton was here in the valley 
several years ago with his campaign titled 
Enough is Enough. 

Milton’s schedule while in Idaho 

Tuesday, March 20th  

7:30—8:50 am  Community Business 
Leader’s Breakfast  

9:15—10:30 am Meridian Middle School 

and Nacolas.  
 

“The party is over. 
It©s time to remove the Mask 

�

�
The biggest problem is 
that everybody is wait-
ing around for some-
body else to fix it. But 
nothing will happen 
unless you do some-

thing. It©s time to say ....��
�
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But, there will be no change if you and 
I simply sit back and wait for it. A 
change can and will come when you 
and I determine that enough is enough 
and that it is time for all of us to de-
clare war.  A Community War against 
Drugs”    -  Milton Creagh 

Contact Brenda Murdock  846-7395 
for more information on how you can 
become involved and participate. 

murdockb@mer idiancity.org 
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Milton Creagh is a national recognized 
speaker on youth and community issues. 


