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Neighborhood Watch News

Happy Spring,

This past weekend was the
Neighborhood Watch Sum-
mit, and | am still so amazed
a the success of the event.
Great to see so many Merid-
ian folks there. A specia
thanks to Corby Clark from
Vienna Woods HOA, Corby
was one of the panelist on
Planning Y our Neighborhood
Event workshop.

Meridian Police, Crime Pre-
vention is participating in a
number of events this Spring
and | definitely want to share

the information and hope-
fully you will be able to
join us. Please take the
kids to Make it a Safe Kids
Summer May 5th and if
you are a motorcycle en-
thusiast don't miss the
Chills and Thrills event on
May 19th.

With the weather improv-
ing you will notice more
door to door solicitors and
we see an increase in scams
and frauds. Read the arti-
cle on page three on the
rules and regulations of
sades persons operating

door to door. Remember too,
that if you or someone you
know becomes a victim please
report this.

There will be some restructur-
ing of our Community Ser-
vices Division over the next
few months. School Resource
Officers will be added to our
unit. | will write a little more
about this and other changes
in Community Services in the
Summer Edition.

Be Safe and enjoy this won-
derful Spring weather.
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Safe Kids Event

USA,

May
5th

Did you know that with
Summer just around
the corner childhood
injury doubles ? This is
true, indicators show
that from May through
August child injuries
double.

Safe Kids Worldwide is
a global network of or-
ganizations whose mis-
sion is to prevent acci-
dental childhood injury,
a leading killer of chil-
dren 14 and under

Safe Kids Treasure
Valley wants to reduce
childhood injuries and
together (with you) they
can.

Bring your Kkids to
Boondocks on Satur-
day May 5th from
1pm—5pm. Kids and
parents will learn how

to stay safe with fun
games and activities and
can win prizes. For more
information on this FREE
events, please call Safe
Kids Treasure Valley at
381-3033.

(admission to Boondocks
activities Not included)

Health System

Idaho

tend

- National Night Out Planning Event,
Thursday, May 3rd—Be sure to at-

- What to do with those door—to door
salespersons.

- Please note the child safety seat in-
spectionsthat are scheduled
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On April 21st Neighborhood Watch par-
ticipants, community leaders, HOA board
members, apartment managers, city gov-
ernment officials, law-enforcement and
al concerned community members gath-
ered for the second annual Treasure Val-
ley Neighborhood Watch

Summit. We had over 150
participants from throughout

the Treasure Valley and be-

yond.

The Summit was held at the
new Meridian Marriott
Courtyard. Each participant
was able to choose three
workshops to attend from a
list of nine. The workshops
offered NW organizing tech-
niques and successes, helped identify and

educate participants regard-
ing current issues, and in-
spire us to continue making
our neighborhoods safe,
clean livable and secure.

We had excellent

participation

from our City of

Meridian with 25

people from nu-

merous HOAs and

Neighborhood

Watches attending

the  Summit.

Feedback  from

those at the con-

ference was posi-

tive. We hope to do this again in the fall of
2008.
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“Enhancing the quality of
neighborhoods through commu-
nity participation”

Summit organizers, Larry McGhee POST, Myrna
Harris ACSO Melissa Delaney MPD, Kristen Boehm,
Garden City, Tuckie Shaver BPD, Natasha Rowley
Caldwell, Charlene Miller BPD, Nena Vigil Nampa,,
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National Night Out 2007 falls on Tues-
day, August 7th. Meridian isonce again
gearing up for another successful event.

Last year we had over 22 neighborhood
events throughout our community. It was
an amazing experience.

If thiswill be your first NNO event you
really don’t want to miss this meeting.
We have an amazing number of very
helpful, energetic and creative commu-
nity members who are here to help you.
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Come and join others at our Planning
Meeting which will be held in our Merid-
ian Police Public Meeting Room. On
May 3rd 7 pm. Call to register your at-

tendance to Melissa Delaney 846-7360.
Remember. NNO is always the second
Tuesday in August.

| recently came across this wonderful and
extremely useful web-site guidestar.com.

In 1994, GuideStar began as a new ven-
ture with a bold vision: to revolutionize
philanthropy and nonprofit practice with
information.

Their intent is to create a more transpar-
ent and accountable nonprofit commu-
nity. Nonprofits embrace this practice of

transparency and accountability when
they share information about their mis-
sion, programs, and finances with the
public. Accurate information is a power-
ful tool, and users have responded with
better-informed, more effective giving
decisions.

Where do they get their information?
The information contains searchable data
from IRS Forms 990 and the IRS Busi-
ness Master File, including comprehen-
sive facts on employee compensation and
grant activity.

You can search the database and view
basic information about an organization,
including Form 990 images and other
public documents when available. A
simple no-cost registration gives you
access to this information. There is no
fee to register, but you must agree to a
site license agreements.

| found this site to be useful, and an ex-
cellent tool for charitable giving. There
are some unscrupulous people out there
disguised as charities, this is one way to
protect yourself and your money.



Yes, it'sthat time of year. We will be
seeing those door-to-door solicitors come
knocking on our doors.

Some Facts:

Each and every solicitor that is selling
products or services must have a Ped-
diers/VVendors/Salicitors permit (on their
person) which isissued by the City of
Meridian.

To apply for this permit every solicitor
must come into the City Clerks Office fill
out theinitial application and present to

the clerks specific required documenta-
tion, pay afee of $34.00 for a background
check, plus sign a statement re-
garding their history and give a (
description of delivery vehicle.

The time it takes to process this
application is generaly 3-4

weeks. Thereisalicensefee

schedule they must aso pay,

when their application has been
approved. City Clerk - 888-4433

If asolicitor comes to your home ask
them to show you their license, which
they must carry.

Be mindful of inviting someone into your
home you do not know, never allow them
to comeinto use
either your bath-
room or phone.
Tak to your chil-
dren about what
to do if someone
they don’t know
comes to your
door. Remember, you always have the
option to not answer the door. If you
have questions 846-7360.
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Child Safety Seat Inspections are
handled by Meridian Fire Depart-
ment. If you are interested in sched-
uling an appointment you need to
contact Pam Orr, Education and
Prevention Specialist at
208.884.0597.

Motor vehicle crashes arethe leading
killer of children under 14. *“Child
passenger safety is not just about
babies and toddlers” says Alissa
Lean, Safe Kids Treasure Valley co-
ordinator. “It's a commitment that
lasts as long as childhood. Too many
kids move from a booster seat to a
safety belt before they're big
enough.”

Kids who have outgrown car seats
(usually 40 Ibs, but some car seats

are rated for 60 pounds or more) are
safest and most comfortable on a
booster seat until they are 4'9” (57")
tall and 80 to 100 pounds—a height
and weight most kids reach between

bone? (Never put the shoulder
belt under the arm of behind the
back.)

Watch the child for the length of

ages 8-12. the trip. Can the child stay
seated  properly
Safety Belt Fit Test I/ with the safety belt
A buckled?

Have the child sit all ) 1% %
the way back on the . i If you answered
vehicle seat. Do the ’ ’ “no” to any of
child’s knees bend & ) # these questlorjs,
over the front edge ( keep the child

of the seat? Do the
child’sfeet touch the Floor ?

Buckle the lap and shoulder belts.
Does the lap belt rest on the upper
legs or thighs? Does the shoulder
belt rest on the shoulder or collar-

*

seated on a booster
seat. Test again in
a few months.

Visit www.usa.safekids.org for more
information about child passenger
safety

Drowning is the leading cause of
accidental injury deaths among chil-
dren ages 1-4, and the second leading
cause among al children ages 1-14.
But drowning can be prevented, and St.
Luke's Children’s Hospital wants to do
just that by helping to educate parents
and caregivers about the dangers that
exist with swimming pools.

St. Luke's Children’s Hospital has
created a Pool Safety Education Team,

which provides neighborhoods and
community groups with information
about pool safety, including tips for
parents to follow to keep their children
safe around the water.

Pool Safety Education Team presen-
tations are 15-20 minutes long. To
schedule one for your neighborhood or
community group, please call Alissa at
381-3033. Thisis a great resource for
those of you who have a HOA commu-

nity pool. Please do consider this as a
very valuable resource.
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Requirementsto Participate:

Ride with the COPS in the 4th
Annual Chills and Thrills Event.
This is a Motorcycle Operations
Course which is sponsored by
Law Enforcement Motorcycle
Unitsand Idaho STAR program.

The event will be held at Idaho
State Police Academy—
Emergency Vehicle Training
Track located at 700 S. Stratford
Dr. Meridian Idaho

The event is open to the public
and is designed to test and im-
prove your riding abilities, skills,
and confidence. There will be
numerous courses for all levels of
experience; including many of the
same cour sesthe Policetrain on.

ONLY $5.00 per rider*

Registration begins at 8:00 am track
isopen 9:00 am till 1:00 pm.

There will be FOOD, RAFFLES,
AUCTIONS, and GIVEAWAYS
throughout the day.

* Proceeds to benefit the ldaho
Ronald M cDonald House

Must be Over 18

Motorcycle in good oper at-
ing condition

Current insurance

Valid driver’'s license
WITH motorcycle endor se-
ment

DOT approved helmet

Shatter proof eye protec-
tion

Full finger gloves

Closed-toe footwear with
ankle protection

Full length pants and shirt
with long sleeve



