
Recently I read where a 3 
year old Lewiston boy shot 
and killed his sibling with a 
gun he found laying beside 
his parents bed.   

This always saddens me to 
read about tragedies like this.  
Parents, grandparents, 
neighbors keep your guns 
locked and away—out of 
reach of children.  Children 
have a curiosity about guns 
and do not realize the poten-
tial danger.  Invariably during 
the summer months we hear 
about children gaining access 
to guns with tragic results.  
Meridian Police has FREE 

gun locks.  If you want one 
please stop by the front 
desk at Meridian Police.  
The office is open from 7 
am—7 pm Monday—
Friday. 

Street safety.  Children are 
out and about riding their 
bikes and playing outside.  
Please be aware and watch 
out for the safety of our 
children.  Please note that a 
FREE Bike Rodeo will be 
offered on Saturday, July 
14th.  Information about 
this event is in the article 
below.  

Fireworks. Pam Orr, my 

counter part with Meridian 
Fire has written an article 
about firework safety.  Please 
read this and share the infor-
mation with your children.  
Fireworks are beautiful, but 
they can be dangerous if not 
used/handled properly.   

Heat, kids and cars.  We need 
to hear this message and re-
mind ourselves again.  Kids or 
pets locked or left in cars dur-
ing the summer heat can end 
in tragedy—even if only for a 
few moments.  Report this 
immediately if you see this 
taking place.  Think safety and 
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Do you want your kids to 
know the rules of the road 
when they’ re on their 
bikes? If so, attend a Bike 
Safety Rodeo in Meridian 
on Saturday, July 14 from 
10 am-1 pm at the Capitol 
Chr istian Center—2760 
E Fairview. 

 A Bike Rodeo is a bicycle 
safety clinic featuring dif-
ferent bike safety events. In 
many cases, Bike Rodeos 
are one of the only oppor-
tunities to educate parents 
and children about the 
safety aspects of riding a 
bicycle on streets and 

roads. 

 The goal is to empower 
young cyclists with a mini-
mal set of skills for on-road 
riding and to teach them a 
small subset of the rules of 
the road sufficient to keep 
them safe. Bike Rodeos 
offers bicycle skills testing, 
bicycle safety information, 
and bicycle inspections. 

 A drawing will be held to 
give away a new bicycle 
from Meridian Cycles, 
helmets, and bike-related 
safety equipment. 

 Helmets are required to 

participate.  Meridian Police 
has a FEW bike helmets 
available—if your child 
needs one.   
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·  Be aware that Traffic Infractions 
increase on July 1st—see page 5 

·  National Night Out is August 7th 
page 5 

·  Excellent 4th of July Safety Tips—
page 4 
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Meridian Police and Fire are very pleased 
to announce that on June 5th 14 students 
graduated from the Spring ‘07 Public 
Safety Academy. 

The following is the list of attendees: 

Anguiano, Ben 

Campsey, Marjorie 

Cappellini, Paulette 

Haines, Joy 

Jacobsen, Janet 

Lanore, Tammy 

Race, Christine 

Riemer, Gerry 

Riemer, Pamela 

Stevenson, Rob 

White, Lori 

Wiedmeier, 
Jorene 

Zimmerly, Elsa 

 

The Fall Public 
Safety Academy 
will begin Sept. 
5th.   For an ap-
plication please 
contact Melissa 
Delaney 846-
7360, or Pam Orr  
884-0597.   

It’s a great deal of 
fun.  Hope to 
have you join us.  

them.    

Lawnmower Safety is Key to 
a Safe Summer!  

Lawn mower-related injuries to children are 
relatively common and can result in severe 
injury or death. Many amputations during 

childhood are caused by lawn mowers. Each 
year in the United States, approximately 
9,400 children younger than 18 years old 
receive emergency care for lawn mower-
related injuries. Although most of these inju-
ries occur to older children and adolescents, 
about one fourth are to children younger than 

5 years. 

Children should not operate lawn mowers 
until they have displayed appropriate levels 
of judgment, 
strength, coor-
dination, and matur-
ity necessary for 
their safe op-
eration. Most chil-
dren will not be 
ready to oper- ate a 
walk-behind power 
mower or hand mower until at least 12 years 
of age or a ride-on mower until at least 
16 years of  age. Young children must not be 
allowed to play in or be adjacent to areas 

Bike Helmets are a  

Necessary Accessory 
 

To ensure that your child’s bike helmet 
fits properly, use the “Eyes, Ears and 
Mouth”  test recommended by Safe Kids 
Treasure Valley:  

·  The rim of the helmet should be one 
to two finger-widths above the eyebrows 

·  The straps should form a “V”  just 
below the ear 
lobe 

The buckle 
should be flat 
against the skin 
and the strap 
should feel snug when the rider’s mouth 
is open. 

Remember bike helmets are for biking. 
Kids should not wear bike helmets on the 
playground (where the straps can get 
caught on equipment and cause injury) or 
for activities that require specialized hel-
mets (such as skiing or football). 

Tip: If parents let their kids choose their 
own helmet, kids are more likely to wear 

where lawn mowers are being used. Chil-
dren younger than 6 years old should be 
kept indoors during mowing. 

Watch Me! 
Campaign for 
Water Safety 

Drowning is the lead-
ing cause of accidental 
injury deaths among 
children ages 1-4, and 
the second leading 
cause among all children ages 1-14. But 
drowning can be prevented, and St. 
Luke’s Children’s Hospital wants to do 
just that by helping to educate parents 
and caregivers about the dangers that 
exist with swimming pools. 

 Parents need to take responsibility in 
keeping their kids safe around water. 
Watch Me! means actively watching chil-
dren at all times near water – not reading 
a book, talking on the phone, listening to 
music on headphones, or socializing with 
guests. It means constantly counting 
heads to ensure visibility of all children, 
and if you need to leave – even for a few 
seconds – turning responsibility over to 
another trusted adult. 
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Meridian residents accounted for 
49% of the citations issued in the 
month of May.  Here is the Com-
plete break down:   

Meridian—577,  

Boise—260;  

Nampa—120;  

Kuna—52;  

Caldwell—39;  

Eagle—19 ;  

Garden City—9 ;  

Middleton—6;  

Star—6;  

Emmett—16;  

Other—64.  

Something to share 
with our young driv-
ers—Top times for 
collisions is be-
tween 3:00 pm and 
5:00 pm.  

Total collisions for the Month of 
May 2007: 122 

Call Types of Collision Related 
Calls for Service:   

·  Hit & Run: 8;  

·  Collision w/Property Damage: 
96; 

·  Personal Injury Accident: 18.  

Total Citations Written May 2007  
1,168:   

Breakdown of Citations by Type: 

·  Misdemeanors—22 

·  Moving Violations—388 

·  Non-moving Violations—447 

·  Parking Violations—111 

 

 

 

 

No surprise here, the top collision 
locations in Meridian are:   

Eagle & Fairview,  

I-84 & Meridian,  

Eagle& Ustick,  

Eagle and Overland.   
  

 There were 1,168 traffic citations 
issued in the month of May.   

Adults Cited —1,004,  

Juveniles Cited —158,  

Businesses Cited —4,  

Others Cited —2.   

Ever wonder where those people 
live who were issued a citation?  

Tuesday, Aug 7, 2007 is National Night 
Out 

Yes, it’ s time again to start planning for 
your celebration of National Night Out. 

National Night Out, which is always the 
first Tuesday in August, this year, is Au-
gust 7. 

What is National Night Out? 

National Night Out (NNO) is the biggest 
community event of the year promoting 
crime prevention with millions of people 
participating from around the world. 

NNO is an annual event is designed to: 

·  Generate support for and participa-
tion in local public safety programs 

·  Heighten crime and drug prevention 
awareness 

·  Strengthen neighborhood spirit and 

police-community partnerships 

·  Promote neighborhood organizing as 
a strategy to deter crime and im-
prove public safety. 

·  Celebrate our community 

Gather  your  neighbors and fr iends to 
star t planning your  NNO celebration 
par ty.  

You and your neighbors can organize a 
neighborhood party of most any size.  
Parties range from 15 people to well over 
100, with attendees from all generations.  
Neighbors gather together to renew old 
friendships and make new ones.  Often, 
police and firefighters visit parties, allow-
ing opportunities to ask questions of, 
connect with, and thank these public ser-
vants who work to maintain community 
safety. 

Party organizers often plan special events 
for the kids at the party, such as sack 
races or costume contests, arts and crafts 
tables, or bike parades. 

Some parties are hosted by individuals 
and some by their HOA.  Festivities for 
National Night Out might be held in a 
backyard, in a city park, or on a regis-
tered blocked-off street (Block Party).  
Meridian’s Crime Prevention program 
has a packet of information to help you 
plan your event.  Please contact Melissa 
at 846-7360 for this information. 
 (continued on page 5)  
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Celebrating July 4th 
with Fire Safety in 

Mind 

Pam Orr, Meridian Fire Department 

As Americans, we love our summer 
traditions of parades, cookouts, and 
fireworks to help us celebrate the 
season, especially our nation's birth-
day on the Fourth of July.  

However, fireworks can turn a joyful 
celebration into a painful memory 
when children and adults are injured 
while using fireworks.  The U.S. Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission 
reported an 18 percent increase in 
fireworks-related injuries last year. 
Over half of the injuries were burns 
and most of the injuries involved the 
hands, eyes, and head. More than 
half of the victims were under the age 
of 15. 

Although legal consumer fire-
works that comply with safety 
regulations can be relatively 
safe, all fireworks are hazard-
ous and can cause injury and 
fire.  This summer, the Merid-
ian Fire Department encour-
ages you to celebrate, but 
celebrate safely. Here are a 
few tips to help you have a 
safe celebration:   

 

·  Buy fireworks only from li-
censed retail outlets  

·  Inspect and follow directions 
carefully - with close adult su-
pervision  

·  Never experiment with home-
made or altered fireworks  

·  Use fireworks outdoors, in a 
safe area away from dry grass, 
buildings, and vehicles  

·  Keep spectators a minimum of 
25 to 50 feet away  

 

 

 

 

·  Keep a bucket of water, wet 
towels and a garden hose 
nearby  

·  Light one firework at a time 
using eye protection, stepping 
away quickly  

·  Shoot fireworks off of a hard 
paved surface never from con-
tainers  

·  Don’t attempt to relight mal-
functioning or misfired fire-
works 

·  Dispose fireworks by dousing 
them in water immediately. 

 

Illegal fireworks continue to be a seri-
ous problem.  Over the past 10 years, 
according to the National Council of 
Fireworks Safety, 30-33 
percent of the injuries 
and fires associated with 
fireworks have typically 
been caused by illegal 
fireworks. 
 

Illegal fireworks in Idaho 
are any that explode or travel outside 
a fifteen (15) foot diameter circle or 
emit sparks or other burning material 
which land outside a twenty (20) foot 
diameter circle or shoot above a 
height of twenty (20) feet.  They in-
clude, but are not limited to:  fire-
crackers, bottle rockets, roman can-
dles, aerial rockets, mortars, cherry 
bombs, or M-80’s. 
 

As a result of citizen’s concerns and 
emergency responses; the Meridian 
Fire Department worked with our 
elected officials to pass a more re-
strictive fireworks ordinance that was 

recently passed on March 27, 2007.  

the new ordinance requires the fol-
lowing: 

·  Fireworks stands are required to     
be 600 square feet or less in size to 
assist in limiting the amount of fire-
works in any one place that could 
cause a problem if ignited.  

·  It requires that you be a minimum 
of age 16 to work in the stand 

·  It requires that you be a minimum 
of age 16 to purchase fireworks from 
a stand unless accompanied by an 
adult or guardian. 

·  Requires that non-aerial fire-
works be used under the supervision 
of an adult. 

·  The public is not allowed to have 
direct access to the product prior to 
paying for their fireworks. 

·  The ordinance also prohibits the 
sale, storage, possession and/or dis-
charge of dangerous fireworks within 
the City limits.  Dangerous fireworks 
are defined as fireworks that travel 
outside a 15’ diameter circle, or emit 

sparks outside 20’ 
diameter circle or go 
above a height of 20’ 
including bottle rock-
ets and mortars. 

·  As included in the 
State Law parents will 
be held responsible 

for the damage that results from any 
fire involving fireworks. 
 

 Safely using fireworks is a vital com-
ponent of the celebration of the 
Fourth of July. Fireworks should be 
used only with extreme caution. Older 
children should be closely super-
vised, and younger children should 
not be allowed to hold or play with 
fireworks. 
 

The Meridian Fire Department is your 
partner in safety, if we can assist you 
in keeping your celebration safe, 
please call us at 888-1234 
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(continued from page 2)  

Many of the registered NNO celebra-
tions/parties receive visits from crime 
prevention officers, police officers, and 
firefighters, the Mayor and city council 
schedules permitting.  Even if you do not 
plan to organize a party yourself, be sure 
to attend yours.  They are great fun! 

How do I  register  my par ty? 

You need to contact Melissa Delaney, 
Crime Prevention Officer at 846-7360 – 
ASAP to register your event, or to find 
out if one is being held in your 
area. Please remember that 

Monday, July 23rd  is the registration 
deadline for your NNO event. 

Close the street for  your  par ty?  

Please contact city clerk’s office to com-
plete the necessary paperwork if you plan 

to close off your street to car traffic for 
your party.  IMPORTANT!  This process 
takes time as you will need several signa-
tures to complete the paperwork .  Allow 
at least 2-3 weeks before your party for 
everything to be completed.    

Par ty in a park?  

If so, contact Meridian’s Parks and Rec-
reation at 888-3579 to inquire about re-
serving space in one of Meridian’s pre-
mier parks.  Once again, our Parks and 
Recreation has generously waived the 
fees for registered NNO parties, so be 
sure you mention National Night Out.  

Do you want police officers and/or  fire 
fighters to visit your  par ty?  

We do our best to schedule police person-
nel to attend each party.  In addition, we 
work with our Fire Department and fire 

personnel and share the list of parties 
with them as well 

Sponsorship 

For the past several years Meridian’s 
National Night Out celebration has been 
sponsored by Applebee’s and more re-
cently Target.  We very much appreciate 
their generosity and community spirit! 

Community 

National Night Out is all about creating 
community and breaking down barriers 
between people.  It is a terrific way to 
celebrate community.  See you at an 
NNO event! 

  

  

  

 Other Moving Infrac-
tions 

The new fixed penalty is 
$33.50 (up from $22.50) 
bringing our new total to 
$75.00 (up from $62.00). 

 Fictitious Display 

49-456(2) was changed to a fixed penalty 
of $58.50 (up from $44.50) bringing the 
new total to $100.00 (up from $86.00). 

 Allowing another to use license or regis-
tration 

49-456(3) was changed to a fixed penalty 
of $58.50 (up from $44.50) bringing the 
new total to $100.00 (up from $86.00). 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2007 Legislative Update 
Prepared by: Terry R. Derden, Assistant 
City Attorney 

The following list provides a summary of 
(some) changes to current legislation 
affecting law enforcement in Idaho.  All 
2007 legislative changes are available in 
their entirety at 
www.state.id.us/legislat/legtrack.html  

IDAHO INFRACTION RULE 
CHANGES    The amount of fixed pen-
alties for some infractions have changed.  
There has been no change to the court 
costs which remain at $41.50 for infrac-
tions.  These new rules take effect on July 
1st, 2007. 

 Speeding Tickets 

If speed is 1 to 15 miles over the speed 
limit the new fixed penalty is now $33.50 
(up from $22.50) bringing our new total 
to $75.00 (up from $62.00).   

 
 If speed is 16 miles or more over the 
speed limit, the new fixed penalty is 
$98.50 (up from $75.50) bringing our 
new total to $140.00 (up from $108.00). 

HB 117 -  PO-
LI CE/ EMERGENCY 
VEHI CLES ( Amends 

I . C.  §49- 624)  .  
DRIVER DUTY UPON 
APPROACHING A STA-
TIONARY POLICE VE-
HICLE OR AN AU-

THORIZED EMERGENCY VEHICLE 
DISPLAYING FLASHING LIGHTS. 
The driver of a motor vehicle,  upon  
approaching a stationary police vehicle 
displaying flashing lights or an author-
ized emergency vehicle displaying flash-
ing lights shall: (1) If the driver is travel-
ing on a highway with two (2) or  more  
lanes carrying  traffic  in  the same direc-
tion, immediately reduce the speed of his 
vehicle below the posted speed limit, 
proceed with due caution and change 
lanes as soon as it is possible to do so in a 
manner that is reasonable and prudent 
under the conditions then existing, with 
regard to actual and potential hazards. 

For additional changes from the last leg-
islative session, please visit the website 
which is listed above.  
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All changes in legislation 
are effective July 1, 2007 

unless otherwise 
indicated.  
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An unbelievable event took place 
on Saturday, June 30th.  Over 50 
volunteers met in Old Town to 
help clean up the neighborhood.   

Armed with shovels, pitchforks, 
rakes, gloves and plenty of sweat 
a remarkable amount of work 
was accomplished. 

Totals have not be declared on 
how much metal, wood and de-
br is was removed.  But, it was a 
lot! 

Kudos to those who worked so 
hard and extra kudos to those 
who donated to make this event 
happen.  Even with all that work, 
it was wor th it!  How about next 
year?? 
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